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First name: 
Last name: 
Phone number : 
 

 

Placement Test 

English for Francophones Alliance Française 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the placement test for English for Francophones.  This test helps us to see which class 

level is best for you.  Don’t worry!  It is not a formal exam.   

We ask that you work by yourself and do not use the internet, autocorrect or a dictionary. 

The test has 4 parts: 

I) Reading 

II) Listening 

III) Writing 

IV) Speaking* 

*The teacher will phone you and ask you some questions in English.  She will listen to your answers and decide 

which class level is best for you.   

This test will take about 45 minutes 
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I) Reading 

Read the article and then answer the question using 1 or 2 sentences.  

Text 1 

 

Hi!  I’m Tara.  I live on White Street at Henley Beach.  It’s a beautiful place to live and it’s only ten 
kilometres from Adelaide City Centre. Best of all, my house is only five minutes’ walk to the 
beach.  Every morning, at six o’clock in summer and seven o’clock in winter, I take my dog for a walk 
on the beach for an hour.  In summer it’s beautiful.  The sea and the sky are blue and pretty.  In winter 
sometimes it’s cold and windy, but I like it.  My dog likes to run on the beach.  We see a lot of people 
when we’re walking and we say hello.  On the way home we stop at Henley Square and I buy a 
coffee.  Then we go home and we have breakfast.  After that I get ready for work and my dog goes to 
sleep. 

 

 

1) Where does Tara live? 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

2) Does she like to live there? Why? 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

       _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3) What does she do every morning? 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Text 2 

 

At the age of 12, when his mother died of cancer, Victor Chang decided to become a doctor.  

Forty years later he was one of the best heart surgeons in Australia.  

Victor Chang was born in China in 1936.  His family had to leave China because of war and 

when he was 15 years old he came to Australia to live with his aunt. He studied hard and 

eventually entered medical school.  When he was studying as a junior doctor he met Dr Mark 

Shanahan, a heart surgeon and under his influence began training as a heart specialist. He also 

trained in the United Kingdom and the United States.  

Dr Chang set up the first heart transplant centre in Australia. In 1984, Victor Chang and a team 

of doctors successfully gave a heart transplant to a 14-year-old girl.  She was the youngest 

person to survive a heart transplant.  

 

 

 

I) Make questions for these answers. 

Example : Answer : Victor Chang   

Question : What was his name? 

1) Answer: China 

Question: ___________________________________________________________________ 

2) Answer: Because of the war. 

Question: ___________________________________________________________________ 

3) Answer: When he was 15 years old. 

Question: ___________________________________________________________________ 

4) Answer: Dr Mark Shanahan. 

Question: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

II) Answer using one or two sentences : Why is Victor Chang famous? 
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Text 3 

 

On ANZAC Day, the 25 of April, we remember the soldiers who have died in wars.  From 1914 until 

1918 Australia fought in World War 1, supporting the British against Germany.  On the 25 of April 1916 

the British asked an international group of soldiers – Australian, New Zealand, French, Canadian and 

Indian – to take control of some Turkish beaches at a place called Gallipoli. The plan was very poor.  

The place where the soldiers landed wasn’t a beach, instead there were steep hills, and it was easy for 

the Turks to shoot them.  The soldiers were brave, and they did their best, although 8 months later 

they were defeated and had to leave Gallipoli. Interestingly, this defeat is celebrated as an important 

moment in the history of both Australia and New Zealand. This is because Australia and New Zealand 

began to see themselves as independent countries.  They were not part of England.  They had their 

own identity. 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the main idea of this article?   
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Text 4 

 

Just after Christmas in December 1838 a ship arrived at Port Adelaide with 38 German families who 

planned to start a new life in the new city of Adelaide.  The captain of the ship was Dirk Hahn.  He had 

come to respect the passengers on his ship, and he helped them to achieve their dream of settling in 

the new country and farming together by assisting them to buy 100 acres of land in the Adelaide Hills.  

In gratitude, the German settlers named their new village Hahndorf. 

 

 

Why did the settlers name their village Hahndorf?  
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II) Listening 

Listen to the articles and answer the questions. Please show how many times you listened to the 

article. 

Audio 1 

I listened to the audio:        once          twice        three times        more 

Complete the timeline. 

                                   Albert N________ 

                                   A_______ People 

                                   Born ______ 

                                   Started painting using watercolours ______ 

                                   Exhibition in Melbourne ______ 

                                   Died ______ 

 

 

Audio 2 

I listened to the audio:        once          twice        three times        more 

Complete the timeline. 

 

Kylie Minogue 

                    Born : _____ 

            Started TV career : _____ 

 

            Started filming Neighbours: _____ 

 

            Singing career began with the Locomotion :_____ 

 

            Released first album : _____ 

 

            First film : _____ 
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Audio 3 

I listened to the audio:        once          twice        three times        more 

2 people speaking  

Listen to the conversation and fill in the information about the parks. 

Park name Picnic 
tables 

BBQ Playground Tennis 
courts 

Fergusson Yes 
 

   

Waterfall 
Gully 

    

Kensington  
 

   

Tusmore  
 

   

 

Audio 4 

I listened to the audio:        once          twice        three times        more 

Group of people speaking  

What flavour of icecream does she (A) decide to buy?  

 

 

Audio 5 

I listened to the audio:        once          twice        three times        more 

4 people speaking  

Dialogue:  What do you think about research in Space?  We asked 3 people their opinions.  Listen and 

decide if they are for or against research in space.   

Name For or against? Why? (one or two words) 

Lily  
 
 

 

James  
 
 

 

Bruce  
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Audio 6 

I listened to the audio:        once          twice        three times        more 

One person speaking  
Ruth talks about her diet 

 

1. What was the first eating plan that Ruth tried? 

 The Five Two diet 

 The Fast diet 

 The fast eating plan 

 

2. What was the name of the book Ruth read?  

  The fast diet 

 The fasting diet 

 Fasting and diet 

 

3. What did Ruth NOT learn about from this book? 

 How the body processes food 

 Fasting 

 Sleep 

 

4. What did Ruth achieve from this first diet? 

 She lost weight 

 She didn’t feel uncomfortable after eating 

 She felt more energetic  

 

5. What can Ruth NOT eat? 

 Bread  

 Corn 

 Rice 

 

6. What did Ruth buy from the shop? 

 Pizza 

 Rice 

 Pasta 

 

7.  What does Ruth recommend people do if they have problems with food? 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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III) Writing 

Please answer these writing questions without help from a friend, a dictionary, or the internet.  

Please do not spend longer than the suggested time.   

1. Introduce yourself to your teacher.  Include your name, background and interests 

and why you would like to study English. (Allow 10-15 minutes.) 
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2. Allow 15- 20 minutes to answer all of these questions. Write 2 or more sentences 

for each question. 

a. What’s your favorite place to go on holiday? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

b. Did you go on holidays when you were a child?  Tell me about it. 

 

 

 

 

 

c. Do you think you will go on holiday in the future?  Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

d. Have you ever been to a theme park (for example Disneyland)? Tell me about it. 

 

 

 

 

e. Do you think a theme park is a good place to go on holiday?  Why or why not? 
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e) Do you think a theme park is a good place to go for holiday? Why or why not? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……  
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